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‘Edwin Coe is a

very professional,
progressive and yet
friendly practice which
has always provided
me with a positive and
effective service.

The Legal 500 UK 2023
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Philanthropy

Edwin Coe offers a full-service approach to charities’ legal needs
with particular specialisms in cross-border issues and philanthropy.

Our cross-departmental Charities team acts for

a wide range of charities, from family-run grant
making charities to established charities with
international operations and we are recognised as
a leading firm in this area in both of the main legal
directories - Chambers and the Legal 500.

We have expertise in advising charities in

an international context including charities
undertaking cross-border activities and foreign
charities who wish to have a charitable branch in
the UK, often for the recognition that a UK charity
registration number offers an organisation.

We also have particular expertise in charities
with a link to Africa (covering areas as diverse

as education and development to wildlife),

and sports organisations - both areas in which
historically the firm has enjoyed strong contacts.

We advise on a full spectrum of legal issues
relating to charities including:

B Advice on constitutional, trust and tax
matters, including trustees’ powers and
duties and governance issues

W Establishing new charities and handling
registration and other dealings with the
Charity Commission

B International charity issues, including
structuring charities efficiently to work
across borders

B Corporate and commercial matters
including negotiating commercial contracts,
charity mergers and structuring other forms
of collaboration between charities

B Employment law

W Intellectual property matters including
branding, protection and exploitation
of intellectual property and reputational
issues

B Litigation (including contractual and
probate disputes)

B A wide range of property and real estate
matters including advising on investment
properties as well as charity premises.

As well as advising existing charities, a large part
of our charity work includes the establishment
of new charities from inception. This covers
managing the application for registration with
the Charity Commission and drafting governing
documents that comply with English Charity
Law. We also specialise in advising on charity
governance issues and related documentation.

We have considerable experience in advising on
and establishing not-for-profit and community
interest companies (either from inception or by
way of conversion from another structure), which
can serve as an alternative to charitable status
and are sometimes more appropriate to a client's
business requirements. We also advise social
enterprises which enter into joint ventures with
existing charities.

What we offer:

B Particular expertise in setting up philanthropic
structures.

W Value-for-money, reduced rates for charities
and flexible fee structures.

B Abreadth of experience and the resources to
handle a wide range of charity/not-forprofit
legal matters.

W A pro-active and responsive service with a
high level of partner contact.

B Afreeinitial consultation to assess whether
we are able to assist your organisation with its
legal needs.

Pro-bono work

We are deeply committed to the charities and
notfor-profit sector, and have established a pro-
bono programme which includes undertaking
work for a number of charities and locally based
projects. A significant amount of our pro-bono
work includes work in Africa, typically relating to
human rights and civil justice issues.
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The individuals

are high quality,
knowledgeable and
accessible to clients.’
The Legal 500 UK 2023

'David Goepel
possesses
noteworthy expertise
in governance,
constitutional and
regulatory issues
impacting charities.’
Chambers UK 2021

Our Team

If you would like further
information please contact a
member of the team:

For individual profiles
please visit our website:
www.edwincoe.com.

Examples of our work & clients

Advising on the establishment of a major
pan-African educational charity which aims to
create regional centres around Africa where
the continent’s brightest Maths graduates
receive training in applied mathematics,
focussing on improving the infrastructure
and economy of the continent. We are co-
ordinating the international initiative, which
has included setting up a UK charity, pooling
IP rights, negotiating agreements with funders
and other parties, and a variety of other work
across Africa and the UK and continue to
advise on branding and governance issues.

Advising an innovative museum focussing
on artists from a non-traditional background
on its formation as a charity and registration
with the Charity Commission and a range of
subsequent operational matters.

Establishing a UK Foundation to help fundraise
for a pan-African health initiative.

Establishing a not-for-profit organisation to
advise on access to European Union funding
for local authorities and others.

David Goepel

Partner | Head of Charities
+44 (0)20 7691 4185
david.goepel@edwincoe.com

Linky Trott

Partner | Head of Employment
+44 (0)20 7691 4022
linky.trott@edwincoe.com

Ania Chapman

Senior Associate | Private Client
+44 (0)20 7691 4089
ania.chapman@edwincoe.com

Nick Giles

Consultant | Private Client
+44 (0)20 7691 4078
nick.giles@edwincoe.com

Our clients include:
The Museum of Everything
Hoopers Africa Trust

The Arthur Rubinstein International Music
Society Foundation (UK)

SHIFAT Somali Health
The Anne Frank Trust.
For more information about our Charities and

Philanthropy team and how we can help you,
please see our team details below.

Simon Miles

+44 (0)20 7691 4054
simon.miles@edwincoe.com

Shams Rahman

+44 (0)20 7691 4045
shams.rahman@edwincoe.com

Eva Moynihan

Senior Associate | Private Client
+44 (0)20 7691 4110
eva.moynihan@edwincoe.com
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Edwin Coe LLP is a Limited Liability Partnership, registered in England & Wales (No.OC326366). The Firm is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors
Regulation Authority. A list of members of the LLP is available for inspection at our registered office address: 2 Stone Buildings, Lincoln’s Inn, London,
WC2A 3TH. “Partner” denotes a member of the LLP or an employee or consultant with the equivalent standing. This guide concerns the law in

England and Wales and is intended for general guidance purposes only. It is essential to take specific legal advice before taking any action

Partner | Head of Intellectual Property

Partner | Property & Trusts Litigation
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